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testant. But with the demise of the crown, Parliament,
if in being at the time, would be ipso facto dissolved.
The Privy Council, in like manner, would cease to have
any legal existence. Burghley, Walsingham, and the
other new men of whom it was mostly composed, had
no power or weight, except as instruments of the
sovereign. Her death would leave them helpless.
The country would take its direction not from them,
but from the great nobles of large ancestral possessions.
Nor could they provide for such an emergency by
privately selecting a Protestant successor beforehand,
and privately organising their partisans. It would have
been as much as their lives were worth if their mis-
tress had caught them doing anything of the kind.

In this dilemma an ingenious plan suggested itself
to them. They drew up a " Bond of Association," by
which the subscribers engaged that, if the Queen were
murdered, they would never accept as successor any one
" by whom or for whom " such act should be committed,
but would " prosecute such person to death."

This was a hypothetical way of excluding Mary and
organising a Protestant resistance to which Elizabeth
could make no objection. But the ministers knew
that, as a merely voluntary association without Par-
liamentary sanction, it would add little strength or
confidence to the Protestant party. It would not even
test their numbers; for no Marian ventured to refuse
the oath. Mary herself desired to be allowed to take
it. The bond was therefore converted into a Statute
by Parliament, though not without some important
alterations (March 1585). It was enacted that if the
realm was invaded, or a rebellion instigated, by or for